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SCENE FIVE 
 

Two weeks later, the third Saturday in March. Shortly after dusk. 
The clouds are off-white with light pink hues, like a seashell. 
  
A pair of dry sweatpants, a sweatshirt and wool socks are in a pile 
on the sink countertop. Two thick down jackets lay on the shower 
floor. A light blue towel hangs neatly on the rack. There’s a purse 
on the double dresser. The French doors are open, the bed is made 
and there’s no laundry on the floor. The laundry hamper 
overflows. 
 
As lights rise, NOAH and MARGOT are just in from the cold, their 
cheeks winter red. LOWELL remains in the tub, should not take 
any focus. NOAH and MARGOT undo their wet boots and shed 
their hats, scarves and gloves and leave them to dry on the 
radiator. 

 
MARGOT 

Okay, so rank these in order. Under, top, bottom... Left, 
right... Around and diagonal. 

 
NOAH 

Oh, yes! Okay. My order. My order would be... Okay my 
answer would be... Around, diagonal, top, right, under, 
left, bottom.  

 
MARGOT 

Okay. Next. Rank these super powers. Talking to animals, 
time travel, precognition and superhuman agility. 

 
NOAH 

Precognition, time travel, superhuman agility, talking to 
animals.  

 
MARGOT 

Oh, interesting. 
 

NOAH 
Wait, but hold on. Answer your previous question, with the 
directions.  

 
MARGOT 

Oh, okay. Um, I would’ve said... Left, diagonal, under, 
top, right, around, bottom. I really like left.  

 
NOAH 
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That’s funny. I think of left as being negative. 
 

MARGOT 
Oh, I think it’s the underdog. Besides, I like the phrase 
“left of center.”  

 
NOAH takes both pairs of boots, places them in the shower. Stands 
center on the upside of the tub. MARGOT picks up the dry clothes 
on the sink and motions for NOAH to turn around. He does, stares 
idly at the tub. MARGOT strips off her wet clothes and quickly 
hops into the dry ones. The pendant light flickers on. 

 
LOWELL 

You’re right here and you’re always right here.  
I can’t stand 
I can’t 
I can’t stand to live without it.  

 
NOAH 

I love you, Dad. 
 

LOWELL 
I love you 
Noah. 

 
NOAH 

That’s the first time you’ve said my name in weeks. I like 
hearing you say it. Can you say it one more time? 

 
LOWELL 

One more time. 
You’re the man I love 
Oh God 
You’re the man that I that I 
Approach  
With my 
My what 
My whole heart. 

 
NOAH 

How about we listen to a little music?  
 

The pendant light flickers off.  
 

MARGOT 
You can turn around now.  
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NOAH does. MARGOT takes out a brush from her purse and goes 
to the full-length mirror. 

 
MARGOT 

I can’t stop thinking about that video of a monkey getting 
a haircut. Like, where is that salon? Is it strictly monkey 
clientele? How far in advance does a monkey have to book at 
a monkey salon? Where does a barber find that small of a 
cape to drape over a monkey’s little neck?  

 
NOAH 

Oh, that monkey’s a baller, he knows what’s up. That’s a 
custom job.  

 
MARGOT 

When that monkey left the salon, there’s no way he was 
holding hands with his owner or like on his shoulders, nah. 
You know that monkey took the lead and casually sauntered 
on down the street looking all proud and flirty.    

(turns, notices the Glossy Red Classic/S Geneva Bluetooth speaker) 
Can I play some tuneage?  

 
NOAH 

Of course.  
 

MARGOT takes her phone out of her purse and goes to the speaker 
to turn it on.  

 
MARGOT 

Which one do I connect to? 
 

NOAH 
Here, I got you. 

 
MARGOT hands NOAH her phone. He connects to the Bluetooth 
signal (Brussels), types in the password (Kaplicky), and hands her 
back her phone.  

 
MARGOT 

(scrolls through music) 
Nights like this are meant to be spent upstate by a fire. 
Check into an old motel, sign the ledger under fake names. 

 
NOAH 

Oh, I love that idea. What’s your alias? 
 

MARGOT 
(doesn’t skip a beat, in a perfect Russian accent) 
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Sørena Talgeigh.  
 

NOAH 
At your service, Miss Talgeigh.  

 
MARGOT makes a selection, music begins to play: Bruce 
Springsteen’s ‘My City of Ruins.’  

 
MARGOT 

(with dinner theatre pizzazz) 
My dear, dear Dimitri Albert Edgar Longford. You’re the 
only one man for the job. The only man I trust. The only 
man I say.   

 
NOAH 

(frozen, grief-stricken) 
Did you put this song on, or is this a playlist?  

 
MARGOT 

Um, Americana radio?  
 

NOAH 
(slight pause) 

I could cry. I could cry a lot.  
(brief pause) 

I haven’t cried since my dad died. 
 

MARGOT 
Oh. Oh. 

 
The pendant light flickers on.  

 
NOAH 

I always enjoy listening to this album with you.  
 

LOWELL 
This one is amazing.  

 
NOAH 

You remember this one? 
 

LOWELL 
Yes I do.   

 
MARGOT turns down the volume. The pendant light flickers off.  

 
NOAH 
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My dad told me he was going to die two weeks before he did. 
This is the first time I’ve heard this song since.  

 
NOAH leans over the tub. NOAH begins to cry.  

 
MARGOT 

Oh, Noah.  
(makes NOAH a cool compress) 

Go ahead, let it out. Let it out.  
 

MARGOT holds the compress to NOAH’s forehead. He sobs.  
 

NOAH 
(after a while) 

I don’t know what to say. 
 

MARGOT  
Did your dad just tell you that out of nowhere? 

 
The pendant light flickers on. NOAH places the compress on 
LOWELL’s forehead.  

 
NOAH 

You’re breathing heavy. Try to calm your breaths. Hey. What 
are you thinking about? 

 
LOWELL 

I’m just thinking about 
About the people that I knew once that are here 
Behind me 
At the end. 

 
NOAH 

At the end? 
 

LOWELL 
Oh yeah. 

 
NOAH 

What does the end mean to you? 
 

LOWELL 
The end to me means 
Oh 
Here 
At the end 
Is just the end.  
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NOAH 
Is that what your body is telling you?  

 
LOWELL 

She’s behind me. 
She’s behind me. 
She’s with me. 
The woman.  
The woman who is the mother. 
The father’s mother. 
The uh father’s mother. 
The uh 
The one close at dawn. 
She’s waiting for me. 
With the  

 
The pendant light flickers off. 

 
NOAH 

He told me he saw his mom and that he wanted to go with 
her. That he was ready. He wanted to know if his coffin was 
ready.  

 
MARGOT 
(in awe) 

My God.  
 

NOAH 
I said- 

 
The pendant light flickers on. 

 
NOAH 

I can’t tell if we’re talking about the same thing, Dad.  
 

LOWELL 
Do you know what I’m talking about? 

 
NOAH 

You think this is the end? 
 

LOWELL 
Where all the  
And all the will be with me. 

 
NOAH 

You really believe that? 
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LOWELL 
I really do. 

 
NOAH 

Tell me honestly. 
 

LOWELL 
Honestly 
Yes. 

 
NOAH 

Why do you think that? 
 

LOWELL 
Because  
Because  
Because I know me. 
It’s uh here. 
She’s there 
She’s there above me. 
She’s there. 
She sees me and she’s taking me in a moment’s 
Uh 
Uh 
Uh  
Solution. 
It’s what happens at the end. 
I’ll be with them. 
Eventually we’ll all be. 
Yup.  
It’ll be me and them  
I know it will 
And I know where we’re going.  

 
NOAH 

Where? 
 

LOWELL 
We’re going to the to the to the to the end. 
To the uh 
The uh 
The uh 

 
The pendant light flickers off. 

 
NOAH 

The lights.  
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MARGOT 
Did he seem scared? 

 
NOAH 

No. No I don’t think so. I had run him a bath and was 
washing him. I don’t think he was in any pain. He said- 

 
The pendant light flickers on.  

 
LOWELL 

No 
I’m not in any pain at all. 

 
NOAH 

Do you feel peaceful? 
 

LOWELL 
Yes. 

 
NOAH 

Do you feel dignified? 
 

LOWELL 
Yes. 

 
The pendant light flickers off. 

 
MARGOT 

He’s so lucky you were there.  
 

NOAH 
I didn’t know what to think. I couldn’t tell if he 
hallucinating or if he was coherent. I mean from the very 
beginning of his illness he would hallucinate so I could 
rarely tell what was real or not.  

 
MARGOT 

It was real because he expressed it.  
 

NOAH 
I’ll never forget it. It was the most intense moment. It 
was just so intense.  

 
MARGOT 

I see it in your whole face.  
 

The pendant light flickers on. 
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NOAH 
What am I going to do without you? 

 
LOWELL 

You can’t do that. 
You have to think about me 
About what we’re going to be like  
Together 
When we’re all the way 
Together again. 
I mean that. 
You don’t have to be sad.  
Do not be sad. 
I want you to be happy. 
The happiest you can be.  
I’m happy.  
I’m happy.  
I am happy.  
I am.  
I am.  

 
The pendant light flickers off. 

 
MARGOT 

It was his way of coaching you, he felt safe enough to 
share it with you. And it sounds like he was very 
articulate with his emotions. I’m so in awe of him. That he 
could share that with his son. I can imagine how shocking 
it was. But on the other hand, you shared in something 
mysterious together. That’s a gift.  

 
NOAH 

Can you turn the song up again? 
 

MARGOT goes to the sink and turns the music louder. The pendant 
light flickers on. NOAH takes LOWELL’s hand, they look directly 
at one another and lip synch the song together as the crescendo 
rises just after the four-minute mark. Their heads bop along to the 
words. As the song ends:  

 
NOAH 

What do you need from me? 
 

LOWELL 
From you? 
Your lips. 

 
NOAH bends down slowly and kisses LOWELL on the forehead.  
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LOWELL 

Yes. 
That.  
My my man 
With me wherever I am.  

 
The pendant light dims. NOAH cries a single tear. MARGOT turns 
off the music.  

 
MARGOT 

Did saying goodbye give you a sense of closure?  
 

NOAH 
(stands, runs his hand along the edges of the tub, ends downstage center) 

I was at peace. We spent a lot of time those last eighteen 
months trying to accomplish that. But when he didn’t die 
that day, I almost got, I don’t know, like, angry. 

 
MARGOT 

Why? 
 

NOAH 
I was living in wait. Those last two weeks I was so scared. 
It felt like the walls were coming in. The decisions about 
his comfort and medications just became too big. I couldn’t 
do it all by myself.  

 
Pause. 

 
MARGOT 

People in close proximity to death sometimes start seeing 
and talking to the dead. Like not everyone, but a lot of 
them.  

(approaches) 
It happened to me.  

 
NOAH 

What? 
 

MARGOT 
I got in a car accident when I was a sophomore in college. 
The accident was in December, when I came home for 
Christmas. I was out with some high school friends, there 
were four of us, and we had been drinking and the roads 
were slick and there was a sharp turn and um, my best 
friend Brett died.  
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NOAH 
Fuck. I’m so sorry.  

 
MARGOT 

And in the hospital a ghost came to me. Or like, a physical 
projection or like, manifestation. I’ve always been 
fascinated by mysticism or whatever but, I wasn’t somebody 
who actually believed but, it literally happened.  

 
NOAH 

What happened? 
 

MARGOT 
I came to in the hospital and there was an oxygen mask on 
me and a nurse said something about blood clots and I 
started to panic. I started to believe like, “Okay, this is 
going to be it.” But then this ghost stepped into the room 
and said, “It’s not your time.” Then she got closer and 
said it again. “It’s not your time.”  

(slight pause) 
Within minutes a doctor came into the room and told me they 
were moving me, I was getting a blood transfusion. 

 
NOAH 

Holy shit. 
 

MARGOT 
I don’t know how it happened. I thought I was going to die. 
Maybe I was trying to come to peace with it. Maybe my 
energy produced a desperate need for calm. Maybe my 
survival instinct projected her to come to me. She walked 
right in the room and said, “It’s not your time.” I 
remember thinking, “Did she just use a cliché from eight 
hundred different after school specials?”  

 
NOAH 

Unreal. That’s incredible.  
 

MARGOT 
But, get this. A few years ago my mom tried to become like 
a minimalist, I don’t know, but I helped her clean out a 
bunch of stuff in her house and one day we found this old 
application for nationalization and on it was a picture of 
my great-grandmother and it was, without a doubt, the same 
woman who appeared at the hospital.  

 
NOAH 

(stunned) 
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Fuck you! 
(slight pause) 

Fuck. 
 

Pause.  
 

MARGOT 
You definitely had a different bond with your dad than I 
have with mine. God, my dad. It was so weird. He picked me 
up from the hospital four days later and dropped me off at 
home and then left. Not because he wasn’t trying to be 
there.  

(begins to squeeze a few blackheads on NOAH’s nose) 
It’s so interesting because to him, in his memory, he was 
there for all of it. I’m not going to tell him otherwise. 
But it was a real tragedy. My best friend died. I had a 
blood transfusion. It really happened, and my father, you 
know, went on a vacation with his second wife for New 
Year’s.  

 
NOAH 

I’m really sorry. That must’ve... 
 

MARGOT 
I don’t hold any anger towards him, I just don’t think he 
could do it.  

 
Small silence. 

 
NOAH 

Would you say that moment kind of defines you? 
 

MARGOT 
The car accident? Probably, yeah. My parent’s divorce is 
another.  

 
NOAH 

How old were you? 
 

MARGOT 
Thirteen, so I was very judgmental of them, and the odd 
thing was that it forced me to see them like children. 
They’d try to tell me what to do and I’d be like, “Really? 
Your life’s a mess.” My mother completely fell apart. It 
was awful. I thought she was so weak, I remember thinking, 
“Get up.” I don’t know, I honestly can’t imagine what it 
was like for her. But, I just saw them as people who did 
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horrible things to one another. Not that they’re bad 
people. 

 
NOAH 

No, I understand. 
 

MARGOT 
They didn’t hurt me or anything, not on purpose, at least. 
It was neglect. It was selfishness. There were times I felt 
like I really needed care and didn’t get it because they 
weren’t able to give. So, yeah.   

 
Pause. 

 
NOAH 

I love the way things sometimes come together. In the park 
earlier, I watched you lay in the snow and it was almost as 
if I knew I could be truly comfortable with you. Watching 
you look up at the sky, the flakes falling perfectly on 
your eyes and your cheeks and your lips... When you turned 
to me, my mind went blue.  

(slight pause) 
My life is a disaster. 

 
MARGOT 

Most men just want me to anticipate their needs and then 
when I fail, they treat me like I’ve betrayed them in some 
major way.  

 
NOAH 

I’m not perfect. 
(slight pause) 

I jerked off to my friend Eddie’s mom in high school. 
 

Pause.  
MARGOT 
(sweetly) 

Millions of trees are accidentally planted by forgotten 
nuts. 

 
NOAH and MARGOT laugh.  

 
MARGOT 

Did you know hummingbirds flutter their wings more than 
ninety times a second? 

 
NOAH 

To me you are adagio. I want to absorb all of you. 
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MARGOT 

Kiss me. 
 

NOAH 
I’ve been kissing so many stranger’s I’ve forgotten how to 
truly kiss. 

 
They do, it is quite beautiful to behold. The lights fade. 

 


